Damascus Parish Bulletin

18" October 2026
29" Sunday of Ordinary Time

A vibrant community, journeying with Jesus

Parish Priest
Parish Secretary
Parish Admin
Parish Office

Damascus Parish is a welcoming and inclusive community
that is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all
children, young people and vulnerable adults.

WEEKLY MASS TIMES
St Christopher’s Church
Saturday épm Vigil Mass
Tuesday 9.30am Mass

St Therese Church
Sunday 9am Mass
Sunday 5pm Mass
Wednesday 9am Rosary
Wednesday 9.30am Mass
Friday 9am Rosary
Friday 9.30am Mass
followed by prayers of
adoration

Nazareth Church
Sunday 10.30am Rosary
Sunday 11am Mass
Thursday 9.30am

CONFESSION

St Christophers Church
Saturday 5.30pm—6pm
Nazareth Church
Sunday 10.30am-11am
St Therese Church
Sunday 4.30 pm-5pm

HOME VISITS

If there are any parishioners
who are sick or housebound
and would like to receive
communion or a home visit
please make contact with the
parish office: 9412 8444

RIS
. ”I MELBOURNE

Synodality and families
Families are schools of
synodality, where listening,
patience, and forgiveness are
lived daily. The Church learns
synodality from family life.

Fr Joel Peart
Tracy Ford
Melissa Gubic

Parish Office

039412 8444

43a Surfcoast Highway
Torquay VIC 3228
damascusparish.com.au

joel.peart@cam.org.au
tracy.ford@cam.org.au
melissa.gubic@cam.org.au
surfcoast@cam.org.au

Damascus Parish acknowledges the Wadawurrung people
as the traditional custodians of this land, and we pay our
respects to their Elders past, present and emerging.

Dear Friends,

CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE
OF MELBOURNE

My prayerful greetings to you in the Lord.

With this letter, | write to formally advise that Fr Tony Kerin will conclude his term
as Vicar General of the Archdiocese of Melbourne on 31 January 2027. Fr Binh
Le has generously accepted my invitation to succeed him and will commence as
Vicar General and Moderator of the Curia on 1 February 2027, for a term of six
years.

| offer my heartfelt thanks to Tony for his faithful and generous service as Vicar
General since August 2024. He has brought compassion, wisdom and patience
to this demanding ministry, carrying many responsibilities with dedication and
care for our Clergy and the people of the Archdiocese. | am particularly grateful
for his counsel and the support he has so generously given me. As he concludes
this appointment, | hope that a lighter workload will provide greater space for his
wellbeing and renewed energy for his continuing priestly ministry.

| am also grateful to Fr Binh for his willingness to undertake these responsibilities
and to assist me in the pastoral care and governance of our Archdiocese. In the
months ahead, Tony and Binh will work together to prepare for a thoughtful and
orderly handover.

Please join me in thanking Tony and welcoming Binh to this ministry. | ask you to
keep both our brothers in your prayers as they continue their service of Christ
and his Church for the good of God's people. May the Holy Spirit guide and
strengthen them, and may our Blessed Mother watch over them always.

With every blessing in Christ Jesus,

Most Rev Peter A Comensoli
Archbishop of Melbourne
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Parish news

18" October 2026
29* Sunday of Ordinary Time

Parish Census

Our parish is currently undertaking a Parish Census to help us better
understand our parish community and support its ongoing life and
mission. By completing the census form available at Mass or via our
website digital parish census card save it and email it back to the office
surfcoast@cam.org.au, we can register the number of our parish
members and better understand the needs of our community. Data from
this census will also assist the parish to plan effectively for ministries,
important events, and future parish initiatives. Your privacy is essential,
and all information will be treated with confidentiality. Thank you for your
participation. If all census cards could please be received by the parish
office by the end of October it would be greatly appreciated.

The new stewardship envelopes are now available to collect from the
foyer, with six months’ worth featuring our new Damascus Parish name.
Thank you to all parishioners who faithfully support our parish through
the Stewardship Program. Your generosity is greatly appreciated. If you
have not received your envelopes or would like to review your pledge,
please contact me at the parish office from Wednesday to Friday. ~
Melissa
St Bernard’s Church Fiction Book Clearance Sale
N —» Sun 18" Oct 8am to 12 noon, Clairvaux School Hall,
= Reynolds Rd, Belmont. 1000's of novels sorted A-Z - easy to
1 find your favourite authors! Bargain prices. Excellent
condition.

Geelong Tertiary Students End of Year Mass & Dinner

Catholic university and TAFE students who live in the Geelong region are
invited to celebrate the end of the academic year with Mass and Dinner
on Sunday 1st November 2026. Mass will be at 5pm at Sts Peter & Paul
Catholic Church, Geelong. Family and friends are welcome to the Mass.
Dinner will follow at 6.30pm at Edge Bar & Restaurant Geelong.
Attendance at the dinner is limited to students and partners - booking for
dinner is essential at www.trybooking.com/DQKKB. For more info,
contact Fr Marcus Goulding corio@cam.org.au

Receive the Parish Bulletin via Email

Would you like to receive the parish bulletin electronically each week?
Stay up to date with parish news, upcoming events and important notices
by subscribing to our weekly digital bulletin.

World Youth Day Seoul 2027 Information
Sessions World Youth Day 2027 will take
place in Seoul, South Korea from August 3
to August 8 2027. We invite you an
information sessions where we will unpack
the three pilgrimage options (direct to
Seoul, via Incheon, or via Japan) along with
costs, what to expect, past pilgrim stories obons g it
and an opportunity to ask questions. WORLD YOUTHLDAY 4
Wednesday 4 November 2026 7pm - 9pm mkmm:-uuansr e
St Christopher’s Church in Syndal. Register e *«E
your interest or for more information head

to: https://youth.melbournecatholic.org/wyd27

First Reading:

Isaiah 45:1.4-6
Responsorial

Psalm:

Give the Lord glory
and honour.

Second Reading:

1 Thessalonians 1:1-5
Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluial
Shine on the world like bright stars;

you are offering it the word of life.
Alleluial
Gospel: Matthew 22:15-21

PRAYING FOR THOSE WHO
HAVE PASSED AWAY

Recent deaths:
Anniversaries who are at this
time: Mill Dickie, Nathan
MacMillan, Sharryn MacMillan

PRAYING FOR THOSE WHO
ARE SICK IN OUR COMMUNITY
Fr Kerry Cronan, lan Dunne

Our thoughts are with those who
are unwell at this time.

Please submit a
consent form to
have a loved one
prayed for.

Parish Presbytery

For any urgent pastoral need
outside of office hours please call
the presbytery on 9412 8443

Office Hours

Our hours are: Tuesday - Friday,
9am - 3pm. Closed Public
Holidays

QOutside of these hours, please
leave a message and one of the
staff will contact you when they
are next in the office.

Bulletin Notices

Please submit them by Thursday
mornings.

Sign up to receive the weekly
bulletin via email by visiting our
website damascusparish.com.au
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